Legal Methods (Fall 2006)

Professor Michael H. Cohen

COB/UWI LLB Program

Course Assignments

These are target assignments although the pace may vary depending on the class, so it is advisable to stay ahead.  

Class 1

Introduction

· Go over syllabus and course assignments

· Establish seating chart

Class 2

The Common Law

· NEUMANN, 3-6

· VANDEVELVE, 7-11

The Court System

· NEUMANN, 7 (U.S.)

· WILLIAMS 1-18 (U.K.)

The Litigation Process

· NEUMANN, 8-14

Class 3

Thinking Like A Lawyer

· VANDEVELVE, 1-3

Understanding Legal Rules

· NEUMANN, 15-28

· Exercise: Resolving Through Rules (NEUMANN, 28)

Identifying Issues

- VANDEVELVE, 11-15

Class 4
Legal research; citations; the law library

· WILLIAMS 35-51 (cases)

· WILLIAMS 51-54 (statutes)

· WILLIAMS 55-56 (periodicals)

Tour library

Classes 5, 6, 7

Anatomy of a Case

· NEUMANN, 29-40

· VANDEVELVE, 27-35

· Exercise – Robertson v. Rochester (NEUMANN, 31-36; 40)

· Exercise – NY Civil Rights Law (NEUMANN, 41)

The Holding


- WILLIAMS 95-101

· Exercise: The Holding (course website)

Classes 7, 8, 9, 10, 11

Briefing Cases

· NEUMANN, 43-49

· Exercise: Briefing Constanza v. Seinfeld (NEUMANN, 49-50)

· Exercise: Briefing Cases I (course website)

· Exercise: Briefing Cases II (course website)

Assignment 1 due about now (exact date and time to be announced).

Class 12, 13, 14, 15

Synthesizing and Distinguishing Cases

· VANDEVELVE, 29-55; 91-98

· WILLIAMS 101-107

· Exercise: Synthesizing and Distinguishing Cases I (course website)

· Exercise: Synthesizing and Distinguishing Cases II (course website)

Class 16, 17, 18

Briefing, Synthesizing and Distinguishing Cases

· Davis v. Davis (course website)

· Understanding Davis (course website)

· Synthesizing Subsequent Cases (course website)

Assignments 2 and 3 due about now (exact date and time to be announced).
Class 19, 20

Anatomy of a Statute

· NEUMANN, 40-41

· VANDEVELVE, 25-27

· Exercise: Analyzing Statutes (course website)

Class 21, 22, 23, 24

The Art of Legal Writing

· NEUMANN, 53-69

The Office Memorandum

· NEUMANN, 73-78; Appendix C

Sample Client Letter

· NEUMANN, Appendix D

Review of assignments and wrap-up
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